This activity explores possible alternative development options available to coca farmers in Colombia.

Materials: Several copies of Global Bits issue 12, The Trafficking Trap for group to read for reference — particularly pages 8-11. Key points
to cover should include: effects of the War on Drugs and neo-liberal economic policies on local economies; political manipulation of local
conditions; illegal drug money as a form of funding wars and terrorism; farm incomes; Colombian case study; gang influences; alternative
development schemes and UN policies.

Process:
* Have participants read and discuss the information provided in issue 12 of Global Bits — The Trafficking Trap.

® Split into two groups: the first (smaller group) to act as the Select Committee who will hear and comment the submissions presented; the
second group to present a submission on the following scenario (using the information provided from the links above).

Scenario:

You and your group are farmers from the Putumayo region of Colombia. In recent years, you have all turned to the cultivation of coca plants.
You know that it is risky and illegal and that the coca will be processed into cocaine for export, probably to the United States. However, as

a farmer, you can make much more money growing coca than you can raising other crops, making a better life for your family. With your
group, discuss what the government can do to convince you to change from growing coca to other crops. Present a submission to the Select
Committee that includes who you are, what you do, and how the administration could help you make a successful transition to the cultivation
of legal crops.

Source: Adapted from RetaNet: Resources for teaching about the Americas. http:/retanet.unm.edu/



